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NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS IN FINLAND 
AND FINNISH CITIZENSHIP GRANTED 

ANNUALLY
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NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS IN FINLAND
 31.12.2006
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Total: 121 739
 62 207 males and 

59 532 females

Source: Population Register Centre



NUMBER OF INHABITANTS AND NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS IN FINLAND 31.12.2006

Municipality Number of of them foreign citizens
inhabitants Men Women Total % of the 

number of 
inhabitants

% of
foreigners

TOTAL 5 276 955 62 207 59 532 121 739 2,3 % 100,0 %

15 municipalities where most foreigners:
Helsinki 564 521 17 660 15 536 33 196 5,9 % 27,3 %
Espoo 235 019 6 252 5 357 11 609 4,9 % 9,5 %
Vantaa 189 711 4 379 4 308 8 687 4,6 % 7,1 %
Turku 175 354 4 002 3 558 7 560 4,3 % 6,2 %
Tampere 206 368 3 324 2 883 6 207 3,0 % 5,1 %
Lahti 98 766 1 287 1 448 2 735 2,8 % 2,2 %
Oulu 130 178 1 275 1 142 2 417 1,9 % 2,0 %
Vaasa 57 622 1 193 1 035 2 228 3,9 % 1,8 %
Jyväskylä 84 739 1 080 1 071 2 151 2,5 % 1,8 %
Lappeenranta 59 118 758 930 1 688 2,9 % 1,4 %
Kotka 54 607 755 827 1 582 2,9 % 1,3 %
Salo 25 500 628 639 1 267 5,0 % 1,0 %
Porvoo 47 404 596 605 1 201 2,5 % 1,0 %
Kuopio 90 960 602 566 1 168 1,3 % 1,0 %
Joensuu 57 797 533 582 1 115 1,9 % 0,9 %



ASYLUM APPLICATIONS IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES IN 1995-2006
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ASYLUM APPLICATIONS IN FINLAND IN 2006
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Reception of refugees in municipalities in 1991-2006

Year Municipal agreements on the Refugees received The number of municipalities,
number of refugees by municipalities which have received refugees

1991 - 1 366 48
1992 1 800 2 349 70
1993 3 000 3 689 107
1994 2 600 1 412 66
1995 2 700 1 415 58
1996 2 600 1 193 50
1997 2 500 1 406 52
1998 2 000 958 39
1999 2 200 1 189 46
2000 1 800 1 212 45
2001 1 800 1 857 61
2002 1 200 1 558 55
2003 1 400 1 202 45
2004 1 500 1 662 52
2005 1 500 1 501 50
2006 1 500 1 142 46

TOTAL 25 111

The total number of municipalities,  which have received refugees 143 (31.12.2006)

Source: Ministry of Labour



Reception centres for persons requesting asylum (13)

CENTRES (STATE) CENTRES (MUNICIPALITIES) CENTRES (FINNISH RED CROSS)
Joutseno Helsinki (Kyläsaari) Kotka Rovaniemi
Oulu Helsinki (Metsälä) Oravainen Turku
Perniö Kajaani Ruukki

Kontiolahti Tampere

Municipalities which have received refugees (143):
Employment and Economic Development Centres/Municipalities

South Savo (13) South Ostrobothnia (2) Pirkanmaa (13) Joensuu Hanko
Anttola Kuortane Hämeenkyrö Kesälahti Helsinki
Haukivuori Seinäjoki Ikaalinen Kontiolahti Hyvinkää
Hirvensalmi Kainuu (2) Kangasala Lieksa Inkoo
Juva Kajaani Lempäälä Nurmes Järvenpää
Kangasniemi Vuolijoki Nokia Pyhäselkä Karjaa
Mikkeli Central Finland (7) Parkano Tuupovaara Karkkila
Mäntyharju Jyväskylä Pirkkala Valtimo Kauniainen
Pertunmaa Jyväskylä Rural District Punkalaidun North Ostrobothnia (8) Kerava
Puumala Keuruu Ruovesi Haukipudas Kirkkonummi
Pieksämäki Laukaa Tampere Ii Lapinjärvi
Rantasalmi Muurame Valkeakoski Liminka Lohja
Ristiina Saarijärvi Vammala Muhos Loviisa
Savonlinna Äänekoski Ylöjärvi Oulu Pohja

Häme (16) Southeast Finland (12): Swedish Ostrobothnia (14) Pattijoki Porvoo
Forssa Anjalankoski Kokkola Raahe Sipoo
Hauho Elimäki Korsnäs Ruukki Tammisaari
Hausjärvi Hamina Kristiinankaupunki North Savo (5) Tuusula
Heinola Imatra Kruunupyy Kiuruvesi Vantaa
Hollola Joutseno Luoto Kuopio Vihti
Humppila Kotka Maalahti Pielavesi Varsinais-Suomi (12)
Hämeenlinna Kouvola Mustasaari Siilinjärvi Dragsfjärd
Janakkala Kuusankoski Närpiö Tuusniemi Kaarina
Jokioinen Lappeenranta Oravainen Satakunta (4) Lieto
Lahti Ruokolahti Pedersöre Huittinen Maarianhamina
Loppi Valkeala Pietarsaari Kankaanpää Naantali
Orimattila Vehkalahti Uusikaarlepyy Kiikoinen Parainen
Riihimäki Lapland (3) Vaasa Pori Perniö
Tammela Kemi Vöyri Uusimaa (22) Piikkiö
Tuulos Rovaniemi North Karelia (10) Askola Raisio
Ypäjä Tornio Eno Espoo Rauma

Ilomantsi Salo
Turku

Source: Ministry of Labour
1.1.2007
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REFUGEES RECEIVED BY FINLAND 

Year Latin
America

Asia
Near and 
Middle 
East

Africa Eastern
Europe

Total

1973-77 182 182
1978 1 1
1979 100 1 101
1980 15 15
1981 19 3 22
1982 9 21 30
1983 151 5 156
1984 3 62 1 66
1985 24 1 25
1986 3 131 1 1 136
1987 4 144 12 7 167
1988 1 311 27 1 340
1989 4 466 59 13 5 547
1990 1 461 365 20 11 858
1991 1 276 351 606 132 1 366
1992 138 642 1 255 314 2 349
1993 4 263 525 975 1 922 3 689
1994 24 163 365 582 278 1 412
1995 14 66 440 304 591 1 415
1996 5 28 594 160 406 1 193
1997 7 27 778 491 103 1 406
1998 2 41 482 349 84 958
1999 2 78 542 130 437 1 189
2000 342 370 142 358 1 212
2001 2 363 477 397 618 1 857
2002 23 397 545 320 273 1 558
2003 258 355 442 147 1 202
2004 2 341 447 622 250 1 662
2005 2 404 221 698 176 1 501
2006 2 449 254 327 110 1 142
Total 297 5 539 7 859 7 847 6 215 27 757

The statistics include persons within range of the reception of refugees:
- quota refugees
- asylum seekers who have received a positive decision
- persons received through  the family reunification programme
Source: Ministry of Labour



REFUGEES RECEIVED BY FINLAND 
2000-2006
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Return migration from the former Soviet Union
and pending lodging applications 2000-2006
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FOREIGN JOB APPLICANTS AND THE NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS
monthly in 1996-2006
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FOREIGN JOB APPLICANTS
December 2006 (11 top nationalities)
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The total number of foreign job applicants 28 600;
 of these unemployed 14 000

Source: Ministry of Labour



Foreign job applicants: employment and other measures

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Job applicants (average /month) 22 000 22 800 24 300 25 900 27 500 28 300 28 600

Unemployed job applicants 13 400 13 800 13 900 13 800 14 300 14 400 14 000

Employed in the open labour market 8 200 9 000 10 300 11 400 12 700 13 600 14 600

Placed by employment measures 5 900 6 300 7 500 9 100 10 900 12 200 12 500

Started employment training 10 210 10 299 12 670 13 388 14 015 14 200 15 100

Source: Ministry of Labour



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
 IN 1994-2006
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Individual integration plans of immigrant job seekers 
in 2006 
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in 2005 
men:            2 263
women:       3 438
TOTAL     5 701

in 2006 
men:          3 388
women:     4 946

  TOTAL     8 334

1



Immigrant job seekers with individual integration plans:
Employment services and other measures in 2006
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EMPLOYMENT OFFICES’ PARTIAL DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS FOR RESIDENCE PERMITS FOR 
WORKERS BY NATIONALITY
biggest groups, in 2005-2006
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Total number:
in 2005:   5 742
in 2006:   6 946

Source: the Directorate of Immigratin, Ministry of Labour



EMPLOYMENT OFFICES’ PARTIAL DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS FOR RESIDENCE PERMITS FOR 
WORKERS BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 

biggest groups, in 2005-2006
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 IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION IN 2004-2006 
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EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION 1945-2006
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